REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, January 26", 2025
THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY /10:00 AM

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with
judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist
your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about
one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s
ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you. | have

called you by name. You are mine.” In = Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are
made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
Arise, Your Light Has Come!
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1 A - rse, your light has come! The Spir - it’s call o - bey;
2 A - rse, your light has come! Fling wide the pris- on door;
3 A - rise, your light has come! All you in sor - row  born,
4 A - rise, your light has come! The moun - tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo-ry of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea-gles on the wing,God’s pow’r will make us strong.

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)



Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the
nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly
digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the
hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

Lall the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the
scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to

Israel. 2 Accordingly, Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, both men and
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh
month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand, and the
ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law.

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the
people, and when he opened it, all the people stood up. ® Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they
bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

8 S0 they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense,
so that the people understood the reading.

® And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who
taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not
mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 1° Then he
said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to
those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not be grieved,
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 19

! The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.

>One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.

¢ Although they have no words or language,
and their voices are not heard,

“their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.

°It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.



° It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it
again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
"The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
® The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.
° The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
'UMore to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is great reward.
'2Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
'3 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over
me;
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense.
% Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your
sight,
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
Refrain: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! (Repeat)

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king;
We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!
(Repeat Refrain)

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. *° If the foot would say,
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 6 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the
body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. ! If the whole body were an eye,
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of
smell be? 8 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose. 2 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 2° As it is, there are many
members yet one body. 2! The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 2 On the contrary, the members of the body
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 2 and those members of the body that we think
less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated
with greater respect, 2* whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has
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so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 2° that there may be no
dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 28 If
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together
with it.

2" Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 2 And God has appointed
in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then deeds of power, then gifts
of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 2° Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work powerful deeds? 3° Do all possess
gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 3 But strive for the greater gifts.
And I will show you a still more excellent way.

* SONG OF PRAISE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad

2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,

3 When I was in trou - ble, When I was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 4:14-21
A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke:
14Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding region. *> He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised
by everyone.
16\When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on
the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, " and the scroll of the prophet
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
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and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free those who are oppressed,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in
the synagogue were fixed on him. 2! Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has
been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON



CONGREGATIONAL SONG
Christ, Be Our Light
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in  dark -ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y  the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man - y the
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truth, we turn (o you. Make us  your own,
hope, man - y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us your bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel - ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth-er signs of your king - dom  come.
0. Refrain
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Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the
n H J
.4 . EE R
B2 | - s—te° e
p) - |
dark - ness. Christ, be our light! Shine in  your
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church gath -ered to - day.

Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell

Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.



* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the
living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

As your word is opened in our midst, we give thanks for all who share scripture: for parents,
grandparents, and godparents; teachers and mentors; deacons, pastors, bishops, and scholars.
Inspire passion for the stories of faith. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As heavens declare your glory and the sky proclaims your work, we lift our voices in awe of
guarks and atoms, vast stars and solar systems. Guide us to speak on behalf of your
handiwork. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As Jesus proclaimed life and freedom in his community, energize communities and nations
to eliminate poverty, engage in prison ministry and transformative justice, and envision new
ways of working together for your promised reign. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

As your word and presence revive the soul, accompany all experiencing depression, anxiety,
or eating disorders; be a source of strength for all affected by memory loss and their
caregivers; draw near to all undergoing medical treatment or surgery (especially). God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

As we are made one body in baptism, strengthen all who serve. Renew and inspire all who
use their gifts in this congregation, community, and the world (especially parish nurses,
fellowship hosts, worship leaders, council, and committee members). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

As our faith is strengthened by saints who have gone before us, we remember leaders of the
early church (especially Timothy, Titus, Silas, Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe), and beloved
friends and family who have died (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.

Amen.



* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC

* OFFERING SONG
As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
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as  with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing  on - ward,beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’'nand earth a - dore;
so may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly king.

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 17861872

* OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the

depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to

the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:

n H J J } J

g = | | . i i dI dI
e ” . = 3

U S—

Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san- na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
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* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this
Is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this in remembrance of me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you
will receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and
receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please
speak to an usher.)



*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen

*POST COMMUNION SONG
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Lord, now you let your ser-vant go in peace;

your word has been ful -

n ol 4 4
)’ | | L f N |
e S e e ——— | ’
N e e = ’
filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va - tion whichyou have pre-
IQ 1 I — | — T I f i!
l\:!)‘) i 1 J M [ J 1 | [d = "}. J ‘] J
pared in the sight of ev-'ry peo-ple: A light to re-veal you to the
0 — I I
o f 2 P! 2
| i i 1 - )
e | 1 y 1 I ——
na - tions and the glo-ry of your peo - ple Is - ra - el
f: ; : ; R
)74 | | | } | 1 { t T 3
(EEEEEaes e . :
rY)] 1 1 La—
Glo-ry to the Fa- ther,and to the Son,and to the Ho-ly Spir- it
0 ; ;
)74 | | | |§ 3 | | ! ———,
e T —
3, v s
as it was in the be - gin- ning, is now,
n —~- i
A\, .l - 1 [F ’ & ] | ©
._) ] v T 9 \—,_,-—"‘
and will be for - ev - er A - men

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and
drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

* BLESSING
And now a blessing: The Spirit of the triune God -+ bless you with joy, anoint you with
compassion, and send you in love. Amen.
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* CELEBRATIONS!!

* CLOSING SONG
This Little Light of Mine
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, 'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I g0, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I’m goin’-a let it shine;
ev - ty - where I go, I’'m goin'-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual

* SENDING
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003599.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
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