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REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Serving Absecon - Galloway Township 

Rev. Heidi Link – Pastor 

Brian Conover - Music Director 

 

Sunday, April 6th, 2025 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT / 10:00 AM 

 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. Amen. 

 

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate One, 

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not always 

reflect you and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion 

you have shown to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality you grant 

to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again. We 

squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the 

way of the cross. Amen. 

 

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering 

ones home. In ☩ Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever. 

Amen. 

 

* OPENING SONG 

 
… song continues … 

* - Congregation Stands  (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.) 
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* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray:  Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters 

our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives 

may proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:16-21 
16Thus says the Lord, 

    who makes a way in the sea, 

    a path in the mighty waters, 
17 who brings out chariot and horse, 

    army and warrior; 

they lie down; they cannot rise; 

    they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18 Do not remember the former things 

    or consider the things of old. 
19 I am about to do a new thing; 

    now it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

    and rivers in the desert. 
20 The wild animals will honor me, 

    the jackals and the ostriches, 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

    rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 
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21     the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise. 

 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 126 

 1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

  then were we like those who dream. 

 2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 

them.” 

 3 The LORD has done great |things for us, 

  and we are glad indeed. 

 4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 

 5 Those who sowed with tears 

  will reap with songs of joy. 

 6 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14  

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the 

eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness under the law, blameless. 

7 Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than 

that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 

my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, 

in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my 

own that comes from the law but one that comes through faith in Christ,[a] the 

righteousness from God based on faith. 10 I want to know Christ[b] and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11 if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal,[c] but I press on to 

lay hold of that for which Christ[d] has laid hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider that I have laid hold[e] of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal, toward 

the prize of the heavenly[f] call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE “CROWN OF THORNS” WREATH (CANDLES 1 - 5) 

With each week of Lent, we journey closer to the truth found at the foot of the cross and at 

the entrance to the empty tomb.  With each step on our journey, may we believe – without a 

doubt – that God is still the God who brings sight to the blind, causes the lame to walk, sets 

prisoners free, restores the outcast, and brings the dead back to life! 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4b-14%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29414a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4b-14%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29415b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4b-14%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29417c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4b-14%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29417d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4b-14%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29418e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203%3A4b-14%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-29419f
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We think of those situations in our lives that we feel are “too far gone” or those places that 

feel dead or lifeless within us that are in need of resurrection.  May we be encouraged with a 

newness of belief in the power of Jesus Christ – who overcame death so we could have life 

with him! 

Let us pray together: 

Heavenly Father, throughout these forty days, unseal within us the wellspring of your 

grace, cleanse our hearts of all that is not holy, and cause your gift of new life to 

flourish once again.  Amen. 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* THE WORD OF GOD: John 12:1-8 

A reading from the Gospel of St. John: 

 12 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 

he had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus 

was one of those reclining with him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 

nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them[a] with her hair. The house was filled with the 

fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to 

betray him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012%3A1-8&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26573a
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given to the poor?” 6 (He said this not because he cared about the poor but because he was a 

thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7 Jesus said, “Leave 

her alone. She bought it[b] so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8 You always 

have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”Word of God, Word of Life. 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SONG 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2012%3A1-8&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26577b
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* APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.   

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen  

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

The church declares your praise, O God. Guide us in the example of Isaiah’s imagination, 

Paul’s transformed identity, and Mary’s faith and devotion; that our lives, too, may be 

poured out in love as we trust in your promises. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

The earth declares your praise, O God. Make a way for the planet’s future in the sea and the 

wilderness, the mountains and plains, the tundra and wetlands. Repair habitats and 

sustainable ecosystems on, above, and beneath the ground. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

The nations declare your praise, O God. Where religious differences divide, bring together 

those who worship you in the name of Jesus Christ and those who call to you with different 

names. Guide interreligious dialogue, that faith may unite rather than divide communities. 

God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

The people declare your praise, O God. Restore those whose hope has been dampened 

through a health diagnosis, job or home loss, divorce, or death. Bring healing to those in 

need (especially). May all who weep now sing songs of joy again. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

The gifts of the Spirit declare your praise, O God. We thank you for artists who proclaim the 

gospel (especially Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald, and Lucas Cranach). Inspire music, 

poetry, and images that proclaim the new thing you are doing. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 

The communion of saints declares your praise, O God. Giving thanks for those who have 

died, we trust in the one who has made them his own: Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen 

Savior. God, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of 

Jesus, who leads us from death to life. 

Amen. 
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* SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.  

          And also with you. 

 

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC 

 

* OFFERING SONG 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your 

heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to 

sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and salutary…(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to  

the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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* WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this 

is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this in remembrance of me." 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim: 

          Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen. 
 

* THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

All who are hungry, come!  The feast of grace is spread! 

          We come. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are 

invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew.  If you come forward, you will 

receive the elements.  If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and receive the 

elements using the communion packets available from the ushers.  If there are other special needs, please speak to an usher.) 

 

* POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen 
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* POST COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us 

now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might 

nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

* BLESSING 

And now a blessing: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling 

Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

* CELEBRATIONS!!! 

 

* CLOSING SONG 

 
… song continues … 
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* SENDING 

Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you. 

          Thanks be to God. 
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