REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, March 2", 2025
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD /10:00 AM

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our creator, our protector, our wellspring of life.
Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
you speak blessing and compassion into the world. Forgive us for the ways we act with
judgment, cruelty, or indifference. We ignore the needs of our neighbors; we resist
your call to oppose injustice; we give in to scarcity and fear; we assume the worst about
one another. Cleanse us from our faults and release us from their grasp. Show us your
lovingkindness. Restore our hearts and repair your world, that we may live in Christ’s
ways. Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance: “Do not fear, for [ have redeemed you. I have
called you by name. You are mine.” In = Christ, you are forgiven. In the Spirit, you are
made free. Refreshed by the waters of mercy, live anew as beloved children of God. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
Beautiful Savior
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1 Beau -t1 - ful Sav - ior, King of cre - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair 1is the sun - shine, fair is  the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed n flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright  the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!

... Song continues ...
* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)
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Tru - ly [I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve  thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - o, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my Jjoy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesang__buch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet we see your
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the likeness of your Son, who renewed
our humanity so that we may share in his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: Exodus 34:29-35
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the
two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face
shone because he had been talking with God. 3° When Aaron and all the Israelites saw
Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 3! But
Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him,
and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them
in commandment all that the LORD had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 3 When Moses
had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face, 3 but whenever Moses went
in before the LORD to speak with him, he would take the veil off until he came out, and
when he came out and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, % the Israelites
would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining, and Moses would put
the veil on his face again until he went in to speak with him.

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 99
' The LORD is king; let the people tremble.
The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth shake.
>The LORD, great in Zion,
is high above all peoples.



% Let them confess God’s name, which is great and awesome;
God is the Holy One.
“O mighty king, lover of justice, you have established equity;
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
°Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and fall down before God’s footstool;
God is the Holy One.
®Moses and Aaron among your priests, and Samuel among those who call upon your
name, O LORD,
they called upon you, and you answered them,
"you spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud;
they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them.
¥ O LorD our God, you answered them indeed;
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them for their evil deeds.
°Proclaim the greatness of the LORD and worship upon God’s holy hill;
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2

12Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with complete frankness, 2 not like Moses, who
put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory
thatl@ was being set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day,
when they hear the reading of the old covenant, the same veil is still there; it is not
unveiled since in Christ it is set aside. ¥ Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is
read, a veil lies over their minds,® 6 but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
removed. 1" Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. 18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though
reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of
glory to another, for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.

4 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose
heart. 2We have renounced the shameful, underhanded ways; we refuse to practice
cunning or to falsify God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we commend
ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%203%3A12%E2%80%944%3A2%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28839a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%203%3A12%E2%80%944%3A2%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28841b

* SONG OF PRAISE
I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me

,‘?#iii%hl.lﬁi"'iﬁi
0 o9 3 7 ¢ 9o o 1, 5 4 #7 7 @& 3 & oo o o
v

I I'm SO glad I'm SO glad

2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,

3 When I was in trou - ble, When 1 was in trou - ble,
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I'm SO glad
Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When I was 1n trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

* THE WORD OF GOD: Luke 9:28-36 [37-434a]
A reading from the Gospel of St. Luke:

28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and
James and went up on the mountain to pray. 2 And while he was praying, the appearance of
his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 2° Suddenly they
saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 3! They appeared in glory and were speaking
about his exodus, which he was about to fulfill in Jerusalem. 3 Now Peter and his
companions were weighed down with sleep, but as they awoke they saw his glory and the
two men who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master,
it is good for us to be here; let us set up three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah,” not realizing what he was saying. 3 While he was saying this, a cloud came and
overshadowed them, and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 2 Then from the cloud
came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen;™ listen to him!” % When the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.
370n the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd met
him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son; he is
my only child. *° Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at once hel shrieks. It convulses him
until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and will scarcely leave him. 4° | begged your
disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” #! Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse
generation, how much longer must | be with you and put up with you? Bring your son
here.” 4 While he was being brought forward, the demon dashed him to the ground in
convulsions. But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209%3A28-43a&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25322a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209%3A28-43a&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25329b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%209%3A28-43a&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-25333c

father. 3 And all were astounded at the greatness of God. While everyone was amazed at all
that he was doing, he said to his disciples,

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

CONGREGATIONAL SONG
How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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1 How good, Lord, to  be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be here, your beau -ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and hope of things to  be,
4 Be - fore we taste of death, we see your king - dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun, shine with un - bor-rowed light.
where Mo - ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.

we  hail your bod-y glo - ri- fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  wvi- sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid us leave the mount,come with us to the plain.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

* APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.



Transfiguring God, through the glory of your presence, you transform us. Move the church
from complacency to boldness in sharing the good news with others. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for your creation. As seasons change, give patience and skill to all who tend to
animals giving birth. Grant nourishing weather for the growing of crops. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all in leadership, especially for those who lead states, counties, and town
councils (local leaders may be named). Give them wisdom to protect local resources so that
all will flourish both now and in the years to come. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bring your healing grace to those who feel distant from you. Speak comfort to those who
need your words of mercy. We pray for those close to our communities and in our hearts
(especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God of our past, present, and future, lead us into new beginnings, trusting in the promise of
new life in Christ. Accompany congregations needing to close, and give courage to
congregations starting new ministries (new ministries may be named). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Renewing God, the saints who have gone before us witnessed to the ways you transform
your church and people (especially John Wesley and Charles Wesley, renewers of the
church). We give thanks for their example and pray we carry it forward. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is
revealed among the people.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC



* OFFERING SONG
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lives up to you, We arean of - ferring. Lord, use our voi - ces; Lord, use our
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hands; Lord, use our  lives they are yours, We arean of-ferring; We are an
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens, and your abundance to the
depths of the seas. Bless what we offer to your service: our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity, now and always. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to
the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
n “ 1 1 1
7 A TV | [ . i i | |
fansa~ : J — 14—
Q) ~— :
Heav’'n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
-k — . —
) I 1
H—* » yz JI G E
Y,
Ho - san- na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
n H J J J
7 A T | ] P dl i
NV d ] - J =

in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this
Is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this in remembrance of me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you
will receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and
receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please
speak to an usher.)



*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen

*POST COMMUNION SONG

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy ful  and free.
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Here my Spir-it's pow-er filled you, here his ten -

der com-fort stilled you.
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Go,

my chil - dren,

fed

and nour-ished, joy -

v

ful

and

free.”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray: Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and
drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

* BLESSING

And now a blessing: The Spirit of the triune God F bless you with joy, anoint you with
compassion, and send you in love. Amen.

* CELEBRATIONSI!!!



* CLOSING SONG
We Are Marching in the Light of God
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Si-ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’kwen-khos’, si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha -
Weare march - ing in the light of God, we are march-ing in the
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nyen’ kwen-khos’. Si-va - hamb’ e - ku-kha - nyen’ kwen-khos’,
light of God. We are march - ing in the light of God,
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku-kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in the light of God.
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha - nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in the light of God.
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Si - ya - ham - ba (ham - ba, si - ya - ham - ba) 00
We are march- ing (march - ing, we are march - ing) OO
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si - ya - hamb’ e - ku - kha-nyen’ kwen - khos’.
we are march-ing in  the light of God.

Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...



Text: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SiyaAHAMBA, South African traditional
Tr. © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp.

* SENDING
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.
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