REFORMATION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Serving Absecon - Galloway Township
Rev. Heidi Link — Pastor
Brian Conover - Music Director

Sunday, April 27, 2025
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER /10:00 AM

* THANKSGIVNG FOR BAPTISM
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give
thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.
Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your
own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into
you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new
life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross
barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and
give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path,
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters
that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen
One. Amen.

* OPENING SONG
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain of tr1 - um - phant glad - ness!
2 "Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons,bright with the day of splen - dor,

... Song continues ...

* - Congregation Stands (If for any reason you are unable to stand during the service, please remain seated.)
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God has brought forth Is - ra - ¢l in - to joy from sad - ness,

and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has ris - en.
with the Toy - al feast of feasts comes its  joy to rten - der;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win-ter of our sins, long and dark, is fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fec - tion
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led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give Jlaud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain  Je - sus’ res - ur - rec - tion!

Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547

* GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

And also with you.
Let us pray: O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of
your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to
be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

FIRST READING: Acts 5:27-32

2I'\When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest
questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here
you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s
blood on us.” ?° But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than
any human authority. *° The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed
by hanging him on a tree. 3! God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that
he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”



RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 118:14-29
“The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
>Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!
“The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
71 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
“The LorbD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
“Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
?0“This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
1] give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
’The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
3By the LORD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
“This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
“Hosanna! O LORD, save us!
We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!
’Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD;
we bless you from the house of the LORD.
*'The LoRD is God and has given us light.
Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar.
8You are my God, and | will thank you;
you are my God, and | will exalt you.
*9Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE OFFERING
Refrain:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! (Repeat)

Oh, how right it is to give thanks to Him, our creator and our king;
We sing out our praise to the holy one; We rejoice, we rejoice in our God!
(Repeat Refrain)



SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4-8
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, ®and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood © and made us a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

"Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him,
and all the tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.

So it is to be. Amen.
8T am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.

* HYMN OF PRAISE
I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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1 I'm SO glad I'm SO glad
2 Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound,
3 When I was in trou - ble, When 1 was in trou - ble,
... Song continues ...
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I'm SO glad
Je -sus lift-ed me. Sa - tan had me bound, Je-sus lift-ed me,
When [ was in trou - ble,
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sing-ing glo-ry, hal -le-lu - jah! Je - sus lift - ed me.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual



* THE WORD OF GOD: John 20:19-31
A reading from the Gospel of St. John:

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” 2% After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 2! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 2> When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. % So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with

you.” 2/ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas answered him, “My Lord
and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this
book. 3! But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON



We Walk by Faith
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1 We walk by faith and not by sight; with
2 We may not touch your hands and side, nor
3 Help then, O Lord, our un - be - lief; and
4 For you, O res - ur - rec - ted Lord, are
5 And when our life of faith 1is done, in
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gra - cious words draw near, O Christ, who spoke as
fol - low where you trod; but in  your prom - ise
may our faith a - bound to call on you  when
found in means di - vine: be - neath the wa - fter
realms of clear - er light may we be - hold you
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none e¢’er spoke:  “My peace be with you here.”
we re - joice, and cry, “My Lord and God!”
you are near and seeck where you are found:
and the word, be - neath the bread and wine.
as you are, with full and end - less sight.

Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.

Music: SHANTI, Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442,3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

*NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
IS, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We



acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Inspire the church with the breath of your Holy Spirit, that we sing the good news of the
resurrection. Inspire deacons and pastors, lay leaders and bishops to boldly proclaim your
love for all people. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Preserve the earth as a safe home for all creatures. Restore habitats contaminated by
pollution or overuse, strengthen efforts to shape more sustainable communities, and make us
mindful of the impacts of our daily lives on the well-being of creation. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great. (prayers continue...)

Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative and
courageous leaders committed to shaping just solutions to complex challenges in our local
and global communities (current issues of concern may be named). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who carry wounds, that they might know your compassion. Draw near to those
with chronic pain or anxiety, and all for whom death is near. Comfort individuals and
communities suffering in any way (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Transform our fear into curiosity and love, especially across differences in race, religion,
sexuality, gender identity, and economic situation. Unravel stereotypes that lead to
discrimination, and destroy oppressive systems that marginalize vulnerable communities.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We remember the faithful departed from all times and places. Confident that you are the
Alpha and Omega, we pray for your wisdom and guidance until our earthly pilgrimage is
complete. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

* SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING / SPECIAL MUSIC



* OFFERING SONG
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We lift our voi - ces; We lift our hands; We lift our
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of-fer-ring.

* OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your
heart to the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary...(Here the minister continues with the preface appropriate to
the day or season, concluding:) we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:
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Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION
With Thanksgiving, we remember that in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples saying: " Take and eat; this
Is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this in remembrance of me."
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

* THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread!
We come.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

(BAPTIZED CHRISTIANS who believe that the risen Christ is present in the Eucharist to forgive sin and renew life are
invited to either come to the altar area for communion as directed or share at your pew. If you come forward, you
will receive the elements. If you choose to receive at your seat, please remain there, kneel as you are able, and
receive the elements using the communion packets available from the ushers. If there are other special needs, please
speak to an usher.)



*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

* POST COMMUNION SONG
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

M
H

™

i

—  — —
J' ‘_‘ J - J' J

3 “Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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Here my Spir-it's pow-er filled you, here his ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil -dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new. Send us
now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might

nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

* BLESSING
And now a blessing: God our tender parent, God the crucified one, God the reconciling
Spirit, -+ bless you now and forever. Amen.

* CELEBRATIONS!!!
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* CLOSING SONG

Thine Is the Glory
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I Thine is the glo - ry, r1is - en, con-quring Son; end - less 1is the
2 Lo, Je-sus meets thee, ris - en from the tomb! Lov-ing - ly he
3 No more we doubt thee, glo - rious Prince of life; life 1is naught with-
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vic - try thou o’er death hast won! An - gels i bright rai - ment
greets thee, scat-ters fear and gloom; let  his church with glad - ness
out thee; aid us in our strife; make us more than con-qu’rors,
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rolled the stone a - way, kept the fold-ed  grave-clothes
hymns of tri - umph sing, for  the Lord now liv - eth;
through thy death -less love; bring us safe through Jor - dan
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where thy bod - y lay.
death hath lost  its sting! Thine is the glo - 1y, ris - en, con-qu’ring
to thy home a - bove.
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Son; end - less is the vic - try thou o’er death hast won!

Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939
Music: JUDAS MACCABAEUS, George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759

* SENDING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!l

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alle
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

luia!

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003599.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights

reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

11



